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We invite you to join us in our cause: the rebirth and 
reimagining of the Veterans Memorial Pool.

We are citizens of La Crosse dedicated to the improvement of the city’s oldest and most storied 
public swimming pool.  Constructed in 1938 to help prevent accidental drownings in the Mississippi 
River, Memorial Pool was a well-built public facility that endured for 77 years.  In honor of the pool’s 
history, our Veterans, and its future potential, we seek to revitalize this La Crosse institution.  Our 
campaign team believes that positive recreational experiences at a public pool can be a community’s 
greatest gift to its neighbors and citizens.

WHO WE ARE

MISSION:
Supporting La Crosse aquatics in order to promote active health 
opportunities for all, teach life-saving skills, and honor our heritage 
by investing in the future.

Kate Escher - Co-Chair
Erin Flottmeyer - Co-Chair
Jacob Sciammas - Co-Chair
Annie Berendes
Polly Berendes
Judy Bouffleur
Kraig Brownell
Sue Bulk
Karen Dahl
Joel Detwiler
Jane Domroese
Jake Erickson
Emily Farmer
Adam Flood
Donald Greengrass, Sr.
Greg Flottmeyer
Dawn Harris
Joey P. Kay
The Ray Kroner Family

2

John Jolly
Mike Lemmon
Jay Lokken
David Marshall
Dr. Erin Maslowski
Kay Mazza
Wade Miller
Michelle Nauman
Katie Nowak
Kelly Nowicki
Chau Nguyen
Ken Riley
Patti Riley
Terry Rindfleisch
Dr. Richard Strauss
Alex Stoffergen
Donna Sullivan
Tracy Swanson
Ben Wilson
Lynn Wolter

Our Campaign Volunteers & Friends:
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Our 10 smaller, locally-owned businesses depend on Me-
morial Pool.  It is a true “swimming” pool with wonderful 
historic qualities.  It is a place for neighbors and city resi-
dents to connect and build community - it strengthens our 
neighborhoods.  It’s a family pool where one can actually 
swim laps and take classes to improve the fitness of chil-
dren, adults, and seniors alike - it improves the health of 
our community.  Memorial Pool is unique and irreplace-
able.  Please fix it and keep it open.

CAMPBELL BUSINESS DISTRICT 

“Combining an ideal location, history, 
community, recreation, fitness, FUN, and 
life-saving swim lessons, a new Veterans 
Memorial Pool is a valuable investment in the 
future of our region” 

- Dr. Richard Strauss, 
Gundersen Critical Care
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WHAT IS VETERANS 
MEMORIAL POOL?

Veterans Memorial Pool now occupies the 
ancestral land of the Ho-Chunk people, the 
former La Crosse County Fairgrounds, and 
Veterans Memorial Field.  This location, a 
community destination for centuries, is in 
the heart of the city and at the center of 
the Grandview Emerson and University of 
Wisconsin - La Crosse.  Memorial Pool is a 
historic landmark ideally placed near several 
elementary schools, multiple city parks, 
diverse housing, and a dramatic view of the 
bluff.

The pool was a popular destination for many, 
lending itself to lap swimming and swim 
instruction.  It was appealing to the young as 
well as mature adults and youth swim teams 
as well as master swimmers.  Teens and 
young adults knew the pool as one of the best 
summer jobs in the city.  Though not on a major 
thoroughfare, the neighborhood was always 
bustling with families, bikes, and pedestrians 
because of the University, eateries, businesses, 
and the beloved community pool.   

Memorial Pool also holds special meaning for 
the American war veterans and their families.  
Like other well-known war memorials and 
monuments with reflecting pools,  it reminds 

us of the debt we owe to those who sacrificed 
so much to preserve freedom and American 
ideals of liberty and justice for all.   

In more recent years, attendance at the pool 
waned.  The causes for this are many, but 
follow a consistent theme: the pool struggled to 
meet health codes and recreational swimming 
needs, unlike when it was first built “modern 
in every respect.”  Many considered the pool 
too cold and out-of-date when compared to 
pools elsewhere.  Ultimately the city decided 
to close the pool with little fanfare, to the 
dismay of neighbors, local businesses, and 
patrons of the pool.  Today we have the city 
and its pool supporters to thank for their “Save 
Memorial Pool” efforts, and their commitment 
to revitalize this gem in the heart of La Crosse.

The pool and its surroundings 
were a place where one could 

“make a day of it”.
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WHY INVEST IN 
THIS POOL NOW?

Investing in this pool now will enrich lives by strengthening our 
community and improving the health of its members, as pools and aquatics have done throughout 
history.  Most who grew up in La Crosse or surrounding communities have a fond memory of 
spending time at Memorial Pool.  It saw an average of almost 500 visitors and a peak of 2,500 per 
day in its heyday.  It was the first public pool in the city, built by the Works Progress Administration, 
a product of the New Deal.  “WPA” pools are considered historic treasures across the country.    
The pool offered a simple way for kids to walk themselves to a neighborhood hub and meet up with 
friends for a day spent outdoors, to get plenty of exercise, and head home with plans to return the 
next day.  Regardless of background or physical ability, everyone was welcome at the pool.  Help 
Memorial Pool extend its welcome again.

You might ask, “what does a public pool do for its community?”.  While splashing children and 
sunbathers might first come to mind, it's the educational and health benefits that a well-run and 
highly-utilized pool offers as the greatest gifts to its citizens.  Swimming lessons, life-
saving/lifeguard training, accessible exercise for those with pain, arthritis, and other 
disabilities, and fitness classes can all Vliterally enhance quality of life and longevity.  

For many of us, lifeguarding at Memorial Pool was more than just a nice summer job.  While 
our first priority was always to make sure that the pool's patrons were safe, our task didn't 
end there.  We took pride in creating an environment that was not only safe and clean, but 
also providing an atmosphere that was fun and relaxed.  Whether by playing with younger 
patrons during breaks, picking the best songs on the radio, or judging cannonball contests 
in the dive well, it was important that patrons enjoyed visiting Memorial Pool as much as we 
enjoyed guarding there. 

SEVENTEEN FORMER LIFEGUARDS WHO HAVE 
COLLECTIVELY SPENT OVER 40 SUMMERS 
LIFEGUARDING AT MEMORIAL POOL

MEMORIAL POOL IS WITH-
IN A 10 MINUTE WALK FOR 
OVER 4,000 PEOPLE AND SERVES 
29,0000+ RESIDENTS WITHIN 1.5 
MILES - INCLUDING NEIGHBOR-
HOODS CONTAINING A 5-20% 
MINORITY POPULATION.
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La Crosse has changed much over the years, but it 
is still a river town.  As the pool’s original founders 
believed, the value of swimming lessons to promote 
safe choices in the nearby rivers and lakes cannot 
be overstated. 

Memorial Pool is well situated to resume its status 
as the center of a thriving local community.  With 
more families moving downtown and the growth 
of Riverside North, we must plan for nearby public 
attractions that provide an enhanced standard 
of living.  Local businesses that have recently 
struggled to stay open in the summers are also 
poised to benefit from the improvement.  Within 1.5 
miles of Veterans Memorial Pool, 29,000 people 
live who are within walking and biking distance, or 
a short bus ride.  Also within that area are some 
of our most economically challenged citizens living 
in neighborhoods needing revitalization.  If you are 
seeking to be a part of a legacy and to have a real 
impact with your charitable donation, the Memorial 
Pool cause is a great choice.

77 years without a drowning!
How many of us have great memories of 
summer days at Memorial Pool?  The high 
dive, the slides, passing the swimming test 
for “the deep end,” the metal pins with our 
basket number fastened to our swimming 
suits, the smell of chlorine, the little shack 
across the street with refreshing snow cones.  
Those were good times. 

If each of us who fondly remember those 
times contributes what we can, we can cre-
ate those memories for our grandchildren 
and future generations.

3 DAUGHTERS OF RAY 
KRONER (DEC.) - LA CROSSE 
NAVY VETERAN, HISTORY 
TEACHER, SUPERVISOR OF 
POOLS & BEACHES
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HOW DOES A HISTORIC LANDMARK 
& AQUATIC FACILITY THRIVE?
Such a facility requires coordination, 
perseverance,  and the donation of time and 
money.  Citizens must ensure the distinctive 
and charming treasures of our community are 
still there for others to enjoy.  The City Pool 
Committee studied the public’s interest in 
renovating and reimagining Memorial Pool; 
71% of community respondents supported 
replacing the pool in its current location and 
ranked providing swimming lessons and being 
outdoors as the most desirable features for a 
future facility.

Neighbors, businesses, institutions, and city 
officials understand the urgency and are 
deeply invested.  Their early efforts resulted 
in collecting thousands of signatures in 
support and funding one feasibility and one 
programmatic study to the tune of $7,000.  The 
success of these studies and effective public 
input in the City’s conceptual design phases 
have kept the project moving forward.   While 
the city has allocated $1.74M in funds and is 
planning an additional $2.25M for the $3.99M 
facility, there are many capital improvement 
needs in the city.  Contributions for this 
project will help the city get closer to all of its 
maintenance and improvement goals as well 
as reopen this valuable asset.  Furthermore, 
we have learned from other communities that 
the longer a public pool stays closed the less 
likely it is to reopen, so we must act now.

the most influential of our city’s 
organizations having expressed 
their support 

This campaign is poised to succeed with the 
most influential of our city’s organizations having 
expressed their support in various ways, either 
through their members or leadership.   Such 
institutions include The Ho-Chunk Nation, 
the Boys & Girls Club, UW-La Crosse, UWL 
Student Association, Village Shopping Center 
Corporation, 10 Campbell businesses, Viterbo 
University, Western Technical College, the 
School District, the YMCA, Gundersen Health 
System, Mayo-La Crosse Health System, Trane 
Corp, Kwik Trip, several realtors, developers, 
and multiple neighborhood organizations.  The 
time is now to build upon our support and secure 
a financial future for our revitalized community 
pool, in time to open in 2019 for Veterans 
Memorial Pool’s 80th anniversary!

As pediatricians who live and work in La Crosse, 
we support revitalizing the current Veterans 
Memorial Pool site.  We recognize that factors 
beyond our medical centers’ walls contribute 
greatly to the health of La Crosse’s children.   A 
pool at the current Veterans Memorial Pool site 
would serve to foster community, increase phys-
ical activity, and promote water safety.  In turn, 
this could lead to improved physical and mental 
health of our children. 

Regards, Elizabeth R. Hansen, 
M.D., FAAP; Nikki Hennessy, M.D.; 
Jennifer Kleven,  M.D.;
 Andrea Van Wyk, M.D.;
Lee Johnson, M.D.; 
Ann Budzak-Garcia, M.D.

PLEASE CONSIDER THE HEALTH 
OF OUR FUTURE CITY LEADERS 
AND SUPPORT REVITALIZATION 
OF VETERANS MEMORIAL POOL.
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If you want to join this movement, the campaign team 
welcomes your assistance.  Just let one of our volunteers 
know you want to help.  Could you host or assist with 
an upcoming fundraiser or event?  Perhaps your skills or 
expertise could help us raise money or reach additional 
supporters.  Some friends of the campaign have prod-
ucts and services they are contributing in-kind.  Consider 
how simply including our campaign in something you are 
already doing can add additional value.

You can also make a difference by building awareness 
and simply sharing information with friends and neigh-
bors about the importance of the pool’s rebirth; don’t 
forget to tell city, county and state staff and elected rep-
resentatives as well as community leaders.  Lastly, please 
recommend key individuals or organizations to be a part 
of our campaign.  With more people helping the heavy 
task becomes an easy lift! 

Building a community pool is a gift for lifetime where 
being involved can be easy and JOYFUL!

JOIN THE MOVEMENT

3 WAYS YOU CAN MAKE YOUR PLEDGE OR GIFT:

1 Return a completed a pledge form, available at various locations, 
online or through a campaign volunteer.

2 Say “Yes!” to a campaign volunteer who reaches out to 
share information with you.

3 Submit your secure gift online at www.memorialpool.org

Donations can made by cash, check, bank transfer, paypal, or credit card.
Call our campaign at 608-492-4392 to talk to a live volunteer.

SUPPORTING VETERANS MEMORIAL POOL AND AQUATIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL


